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Letter From Battalion Commander

Happy New Year and [ hope vou all had
a great holiday season. Let me start off
by once agatn thanking all of vou for
everything you do. Without you sup-
porting vour Soldier, the Unit, the FEG
atid the commmunity our tmission would
he so much harder. While vou may feel
vour contributions are minimal, I can
only tell you that they are not. Vou are
having an impact even if it goes unno-
ticed for tirne to tume. You may also feel
overwhelmed by how much you contrib-
ute, just remember to meter vourself and
cotitribute as touch as you feel you can.

We had a great past month. The Red Leg
Ezxpress 13 rolling and takang the theater
by stortn. The good news i3, because of
that, the folks up here i Baghdad get to
see our men (and ladies) a lot and for
that I arm grateful On the average we
have 5 to 10 Soldiers from the truck bat-
tery wisiting each week While they are
here they take adwvantage of our excel-
lent IMess Halls, see the palaces and,
sotnetimes, they just sit around the
mayor cell and relax. I am glad we get
to wsit with thern so much. CEM Hall 15
going to visit the battery at the end of
the month and then I get to go visit
sotnetime i March,

Up here in Baghdad we are just as busy.

We are mst finishing up our transition
bringing new folkes in while the old
folks are leawving after a very successful
1-year tour. When it 15 all said and
done, we will have transited ahout

16,000 soldiers thru little old Camp Vic-

tory. Thanks to a lot of hard work by all

of our Soldiers, it has gone pretty
smooth.

I promized back i July I would try to
keep vou updated on transformation.
This 1z what [ khow right now. The first
thing 15 that no decisions have been
made; it looks like 2 to 4 Artillery bat-
talions will inactiwate, but due to our
lineage 5-3FA should be OK. We do
know that no matter what, nothing wall
happen with transformation until the
entire hattalion redeploys and remnte-
grates. [ would imagine we will con-
tinue to get information owver the nesxt

few months and I wall keep yvou up-
dated.

Ok folkes, one more month down, keep
up the great worlg, thanks for all you do
atd please remember to take care of
vourselves.

First Found!

Tracy Bamster
LTC, FA

Comtmanding

January 2006

Inzide this izsue:

HET BRTY Letter

REAR D Letter

Postage Rate
Changes

Jan. FRZ Sacial

MUY Evants

ACE Zpouse’s
Might Ot

Equipping Families
During Deplayment

10 Tips For Paying
Bill: on Time

FEAR [ Contact
Flumbers

& Picture with Santa from the
December FRG Holiday party.




Letter From HET Battery Commander

I would like to wish a happy New Year to all the 5-3
Soldiers, farly members, and frends. We'we had
gquite the unique holiday season. The Redlegs con-
tiiue to tmake strong ties and a solid reputation
throughout theatre. Due to the current spike in opera-
tions, we were forced to have the “12 Days of Christ-
mas” routine for the Soldiers. It started with the
Christtnas party on Christmas Day. We shared a few
mnotnents with the Soldiers that were i Kuwait at that
titne, passed out presents and the stockangs, and
watched the wdeo from the FEG. Thank you all for
submitting the pictures, it meant a lot to the guys! As
other Soldiers returned from conwvoys, they too, were
given presents and stoclangs. It worked out well 1
would like to thank the FRG metmbers and Rear De-
tachment personnel who worked tirelessly to create a
Christtnas away from home for us.

Let me take this opportunity to make a quick public
service announcemnent &g [ said we have seen some
very busy times over the past month. The Soldiers are
getting some great convoy expenence. They all prefer
to be on the road more than at Camp Anflan. Most of
the Soldiers spend the hon’s share of thewr time on
missions. Also, when they are on a conwvoy, timne is
nortnally wery limited. There 12 often only enough
titne when they stop to get some rest before they have
to get rolling again. So, 1f your Soldier doesn’t call
vou for a couple weeks, they tay just not be getting
the titne to do so. There 15 nothing abnormal about
this. T know it 15 virtually wnpossible to keep from
hetng wornied ahout your Soldier, but please he as-
sured i the fact that we know abzolutely everything
that happens on these convoys wherever they go. Mo
news 15 good news if they don't call for a while.
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Az 2005 closed out we have seen some rough times in
out ranks. Both the Bates and Barnett farmilies hawve
experienced lost loved ones in recent weelss, Our
heatts and prayers are with both farilies.

Howevet, there has been reason for jov as well  Ower,
the past couple of months s1x new Redlegs have ar-
rived. Congratulations to the Cresta, Verner, Johnson,
Hansen, Barnett, and Stone farnilies on your new addi-
tion to the farmily,

A3 2006 unfolds please take a moment to catch your
breath and gain some perspective on life. The New
Year gives us the opportunity to start from scratch. A
hlank slate has heen provided. If 2005 was a good
vear for you, great — savor the merory. However, if 1t
wash't — realize that the past 15 exactly that — the pastl
You cettanly can’t change it — so don’t dwell over it
Look to the future and what the New Year can provide
vou. Make alist of all the things wou want to do this
vear and do themn! Take note of the numerous special
occasions you have to look forward to. Eemember, B
& R leawe peniods are about to hegin in Febrary and
now that 2006 has arrived we can all say, “I'll see you
later this year!”

Iay God bless you. Take care of each other. Well
SEE FOU 50011,

Sincerely,

JOHN M. TYLER

CPT, Fa

B/5-3 FA(CBETHET)CDR
“REDLEGS!™

. .we have seen some very busy times
over the past month. The Soldiers are
gething some great convoy
experience.”
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Letter From Rear Detachment Commander

Happv HMew Year!

Hope the holiday season was good
for all of you! Ilook forward to the
upcoming year, and I know all of us
want it to go by fast. [ am proud of
how strong our farilies are being,
and we will make sure thatthe FRG
program remains vital and improves
itself through the year.

We are malang strides throughout
the program. Our wehsite will be 1n
full swang very shortly. Check it out
by going to hitp: //sill-

wiww.army, il 3 ca’l Tweb/17hde/1
Thde htma. The 5-3 tab iz at the top
of the page. For our farmilies with
thew Saldiers in the ASG the 17k
FAB FEG wehsite has great info and
pictures from Baghdad. Our FRG
meetings are always a great tirne to
trix with the other farnilies, get -
formation about the Soldiers and

helpful hints and classes to help you
thrive during the deployment. We
alzo have added a social event every
month, where yvou can unwand with
vour fellow family mermbers. This
month features a free Chinese Food
Diner and Valentine’s Day Craft
making for your spouse (Jan 280
5:30pm 10 5-3 FA conference
F.ootr).

I encourage you to take advantage
of the programs at ACS. Spouses
Might Out 15 offering free tickets to
the Cameron Women’s Baskethall
game this month. There 15 a great
setninar, “Equipping Families for
Deployment”, this month from 20-
21 Jatmatry for you and your chal-
dren to attend.  The setinar was set
up by military spouses, andit’s re-
puted to be an awesome expenience.
Of course, as always, ACS 15 con-
tinuing thetr educational programs

New Postage Rates In Effect

We'we all heard what a morale hoost recerring mail 15 for
our loved ones. Please be aware that as of January 8th the
postage rates increased. Among the changes, First-Class
Ifail stamp s will increase from 37 cents to 3% cents,
the postcard rate will increase by one cent to 24 cents,
and the Priority Mail flat rate box increased from
$7.70to B8.10. To see all the postage rate changes, go
to hittp:/www.usps.com ratecase welcome it ?
firol=hannercoramunicationd: page=rate

this year. They have a vanety of
clagses. Call 580-442-5018 for
tnore informmation.

Lastly, we have noticed that sotne
local businesses are trying to take
advantage of our family members.
We are reporting these mcidents to
the Inspector Generals office for
further ingquiry.  If vou feel that an
auto shop, even a chan, or local
home repair contractor 15 charging
a very high price, contact ug at
Fear D or your FRG leadership.
We will look into the matter and
make sure you not getting ripped
off

Once agatn, Happy New Year.
Look forward to seeing youl

CPT idce Donahue
5-3 FA Fear Detachiment Comn-
mmander

There will be an FRG Social on Saturday, Januay 28 at 5:30 p.n. in the BN
conference room. The social will include free Chinese food dinner and making
Valentine's Day crafts for vour valentine. A representative from Stampin’ Up will
show us how to make a card and goodybag. Supplies will be provided. Please
RSVP to Jennifer Carter at 353-7736 or jennariecarteriicyvahoo.com by January
23 to ensure there will be enough food and supplies.
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MWR Events

Wallz For Freedom

Show your support for our troops fighting the War on Terronismm by participating in Morale, Welfare and Recrea-
tion's Walk for Freedom. The event 15 open to the Lawton-Fort S1ll commmunity and the goal 12 8000 muiles from
Jan. 6, 2006 to Jan. 5, 2007 You may participate in teams. Walkers can earn mileage pomnts for every 30 tinutes
of sustamed physical activity and bonus males for attending some Fort 511l programs outlined in the Mileage Re-
wards program avatlable online at wwew sillwer com. For more information, call 442-3081.

Nve Library Offers Martin Luther EKing Jr. Display

Stop by Mye Library, 1640 Eandolph Road, durmg January and check out the Martin Luther King, Ir. display to
honor Dy, King's contributions to human rights. Call Nye Library at 442-3806 for more information or for the hours
of operation. Jan. 16 15 the official date for this year's ohservance of the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.

Auto Craft Center Open House
The Auto Craft Center, 2503 Finggold Foad, will host an Open House Jan, 20 from 2 to 5 pom. to showcase the

facility. Evervone i welcome to see the state-of-the-art facility. The expenienced auto technicians will be avatlable
to answer questions about the center and serwices offered. Refreshments will be served during the Open House, and
quests are invited to tour the facidity.

o The Auto Crafts Center offers a safety ontentation each day 30 runutes after the opening time.

o The Auto Crafts Center offers brake jobs starting at $50 an axle plus parts to get vou to worl safely on those
cold mornings.

o The Auto Crafts Center offers a winter tune-up special: four cylinders cost $30.99, six cylinders cost $40.99,
and eight cylinders will cost $50.99.

These are the starting prices and include spark plugs, tining adjustment and carburetor adjustments where possible.
Mote: platium plugs, wans and transverse mounted engine cost extra.

Stop by the Auto Crafts Center or call 442-5152. Hours of operation for serwices and bay rental are Wednesday
thru Friday 1-9 p.an, and Saturday from 9 am. to 5 pom

EBuddy Bowling Special Offered in January at Twin Oalis Bowling Center
Jatmatry 13 Buddy Bowling month at Twin Oaks Bowling Center. Weekdays until 5 p.n. pay for vourself and your
friend bowls free. Shoe Rental 1z not included. Call 442-2882 for more information,

Howrly Child Care Available at Tincher Child Development Center
Tincher Child Development Center has reopened their hourly chaldcare room. Hourly care for chuldren, 6 weeks to

5 wears old, 15 available for registered patrons. Registered patrons should call 442-2320 to reserve a space. For
more information, call 442-3927

Fegister for Fort 511l Body Building and Figmre Classic in March

Fegstration 18 underway for the Fort 51l Body Building and Figure Classic “Tough as Diamonds” novice/amateur
competition. The event 1z slated for March 11 at the Shendan Foad Theatre wath prejudgimng at 9 am. and the show
starts at 6 p.m. Weigh in 1z March 10 from 7-9 p.m. Guest poser for the event 15 Vickie Gates, founder and presi-
dent of Strictly Fitness m Arlington, TX. Cost to participate 15 $15 for active duty mulitary, with an additional $10
to compete i another category. Cost for Crvilians to participate 18 $25. Registration fortns are available at the
EecPlex and post fithess centers and must be postmarked by arch 1, 2006, For more information, call 442-5623.

ACS Spouse’s Night Out

Basketball: Saturday, 21 Jan, Ladies team plays at 2 p.m., Men's at4 p.m., at the Cameron University Aggie
Cyrn. Spouses of deploved servce members wall enjoy watching the Cameron Aggies play East Central Univer-
sity. Please call LaTonya Brown to reserve your tickets at 442-4577%5018. Tickets must be signed for and picked
up at ACSE from 11 Jan—19 Jan. Sponsored by Cameron Athletic Department and ACS “Families United”™ Pro-
Orarms.

Check all the classes and activities Army Community Service has to offer at http: /sill-www.army.mil'acs/
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Equipping Families During Deployment

Friday, 20 Jatmary and Saturday, 21 January at the at the Patriot Club. Eegister eatly to ensure you recerve the
resource packet and childcare! Equipping Families during Deployvment will encourage and assist spouses, teens,
and chaldren i making a success of family separation and military deplovment. The core of the serinar will he
the Wives of Warriors (WoW) program. WoW is a runistry of hope and encouragement for military wives who
experience short-termn separations and deployments. Fun, creative, and age-appropriate sessions for teens and

elementary-age children will also be provided. Watch care for chiddren up to age 5 will be availahle at the
Tincher Child Development Center. The deadline to register has been extended to Jatmary 17, 2006,

Ten Tips For Paying Bills On Time

Paying vour bills on titne 15 one of the most basic but

mmportant things you can do to maintain or buld up a
good credit record. Late paytments cost you money --

as much as $50 per month -- and can also have a
negative impact on your credit record. Here are sotmne
suggestions for staying on top of your hills.

1. Ficure out when all of your bills are due. It's
inpossible to pay your bills on time if you're not sure
when they are due. Note when you recerve your regu-
lar hills and how much tirme vou have before they are
due.

2. Call your creditors and request that your billing
cycle be changed to make it most convenient for
you. You tnay find it easier to pay your hills if they
are all due at the same tine of the month. Or you
could switch wour billing cycle so that it matches your
paycheck cycle,

3. Set up antomatic payments for as many bills as
possible. When you set up an automatic paytnent out
of your checlang account, your creditors get the
money electronically -- you never hawve to write a
check or mai a bull

4. Pay your bills online. IMany hanls offer online
checking and most of them let you set up automatic
payments or pay hills online whenewer you want.

5. Create a bill-paying spot at home. Separate your

hills from other matl and keep them all in one place.
Store stamnps, checks, and enwvelopes in the same

place

g0 that wou have everything vou need when you sit
down to pay your hills.

a. Set reminders in your email program. If you
tend to forget about bills, a monthly retminder i your
e-tnal programm may help you stay on track.

7. Write dovmn reminders on your home calendar.
8. Create a personal budget.

0. If more than one person in your family pays the
bills, make sure that you both have a good systemn
for paying thein on thne.

10. Kesolve to never pay a late fee again!

This article 15 a reprint of the Military OneSource
Life Article entitled, * Ten Tips for Paying Bills on
Tine'.

To wiew the article online wisit the Military One-
source Web site: www militarvonesource. cotmn, On
the homepage go to *How May We Help You?, se-
lect ‘Financial’, ‘Budgeting’, and ‘Overextended
with Bills'.

S5th BN 31rd FA, Rear Detachment OIC: CPT Donahue. ..ot

S5th BN 31rd FA, Rear Detachment NCOIC: 158G Clalds... ...l 442-5081

5-3 FA Rear Detachment CFA/Family Readiness Liaison: S8G Vanoven...... 442-2308
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